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Sir, Anne Longfield, the children’s commissioner for England, has suggested
regular testing of children for coronavirus (report, Aug 10), despite the mounting
evidence that schools pose a very low risk to the overall spread of the virus.
Moreover, there is negligible risk that children, even if they do contract the

disease, will become seriously unwell.

Believing that we are a nation of unlimited resources appears to be part of the
“new normal”. Surely we could spend more wisely, and make schools safer by
using the money to address the increasing problem of drug and knife crime, or
make schools more effective by paying for more teaching time or reducing class
sizes.

Anthony Cohn

Consultant paediatrician, London NW4
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