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While there may be a need to address the shortcomings of
some nurses, this does not mean the whole profession is
bad

Sir, T have worked in different hospitals for 25 years, and have had
experience of both excellent and appalling nurses. I suspect that, as
in most walks of life, the proportion of each remains largely constant.
While there may be a need to address the shortcomings of some
nurses, this does not mean the whole profession is bad.

There have been many changes in hospital practice; the time that
patients spend in hospital becomes ever shorter while the treatments
they receive and monitoring they require become increasingly
complex. Nurses need a high level of training to provide this and
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consequently bedside time to attend to pastoral care is reduced. This manylawfirms 2000 infact, andall
care is now largely provided by healthcare assistants. actively discouragedt | have worn their
The changes in NHS management of nurses also mean that the;
frequently feel unappreciated. Itis difficult to care for somebody else
if nobody cares for you. Crucially, it is easy to see one’s own faults in e
others. I cannot imagine many people waking with enthusiasm at
the prospect of emptying bedpans all day. Rather than complaining
that there are nurses who are not performing these duties with grace,
wwe should celebrate the fact that there are people prepared to do
them atall
Give a gift
Dr Anthony Cohn i
London NW4 frubeceiptony
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